
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

November 14, 2013 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

November 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington and Brenda McRae  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Senior Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

Absent: Commissioner Tina W. Ross 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner McRae, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None 

 

Approve Minutes of October 10, 2013 Regular Meeting:  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Austin, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board unanimously approved the minutes of the 

October 10, 2013 regular meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (a) Appoint Final Member to the Board of Directors For Mint Hill 

Madness; (b) Authorize Town Manager to Obtain Financing for Backhoe; (c) Accept 

Treasurer’s Report; and, (d) Accept Streets in Mint Hill Village For Maintenance:  Upon 

the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner McRae, the Board 

unanimously approved Consent Agenda Items (a), (b), (c) and (d). 

 

Mayor Biggers thanked Mr. Mike Cochrane, the final Mint Hill Madness Board of Directors 

member, for being in attendance tonight. 

 

Public Hearing #ZC13-5 Filed by Paul Riefenburg and Jerry Helms, requesting a text 

amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Article 4, Section 4.2-General Zoning, 

to add a residential use district R-VS (Residential Varied Style.): Mayor Biggers noted the 

applicant had requested a continuance of the Public Hearing.  The Board agreed by consensus to  

continue Public Hearing #ZC13-5 Filed by Paul Riefenburg and Jerry Helms to December 12, 

2013 at 7 p.m. 

 



Public Hearing #ZC13-8 Filed by Idlewild Baptist Church, Property Located at 12701 

Idlewild Road, Tax Parcels #135-331-32 and #135-331-29 to Construct a New Building:  

Todd Borne, project engineer, presented a PowerPoint (as referenced in the minutes) to illustrate 

the 6,600 square foot building to be located at 12701 Idlewild Road; the building would be  

located on more than 50 acres.  He introduced Derrick Hodge, DHA Architecture, who stated the 

Christian Activity Center would be a standalone building that would consist of a metal building 

with brick features and canopies over the exterior doors.  The building would have a warming 

kitchen/concession stand and would consist of three breakout areas.  Mecklenburg County was 

reviewing the plan.  The applicants were asking for a sidewalk exemption request.  The large oak 

trees along Idlewild Road would present the hardship in addition to there not being any 

connecting sidewalks.  It was noted there was a sidewalk along Idlewild Road on the Town of 

Matthews side; therefore, pedestrian would have to cross Idlewild Road to continue along a 

sidewalk.   

 

Mayor Biggers asked if the sidewalk was a suggestion or a requirement; Mr. Hoard stated the 

size of the building triggered the sidewalk requirement.  Mr. Hodge stated the trees were actually 

in the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) right-of-way and the applicant 

thought the installation of sidewalks would be redundant.  Commissioner McRae asked about the 

potential for future sidewalks.  Manager Welch said the NCDOT roundabout project would 

include sidewalks to Jared Court.  Therefore, there would only be a small portion missing 

between Idlewild Baptist Church and Morning Star Lutheran Church.  Manager Welch said he 

would like to discuss “filling in” pieces during budget discussions for the next fiscal year.  

Manager Welch also indicated he didn’t advocate mid-block crossing of Idlewild Road.  Mayor 

Biggers asked if the church had basketball facilities and the applicant said there were located 

outside.  Commissioner Ellington asked if the building would be handicapped accessible and he 

was told yes it would be handicapped accessible.  Mr. Hodge stated a public information meeting 

had one neighbor attend who was pleased with the plans. 

 

There being no further public comments, Mayor Biggers declared the public hearing on Petition 

#ZC13-8 closed. 

 

Public Comments: None. 

 

********* 

Mayor Biggers recognized and presented a Town pin to the following Webelos from Pack 135, 

sponsored by Morning Star Lutheran Church; Jeremy Pala, Sully Jarrell and Noah Desear.   

********* 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC13-6, Filed by New Beginnings Community Church, for 

property located at 5613 Margaret Wallace Road and 5329 Markay Street, tax parcel #135-

20-108 and 135-20-107, requesting a Conditional District rezoning from R to R (CD) to 

allow construction of a parking lot: Mr. Hoard stated the Planning Board had unanimously 

agreed, that a favorable recommendation be made to the Board of Commissioners regarding 

ZC13-6 filed by New Beginnings Community Church for property located at 5613 Margaret 

Wallace Road and 5329 Markay Street; Tax Parcels #135-201-08 and #135-201-07 to construct a 

parking lot at 7027 Stillwell Road as presented with the following modifications to the 



development standards: that would include a requirement for a lock-able security gate at the 

entrance to the parking area off Bobby Lane and modify existing Development Standards Note 3 

to require two security lights to be a maximum of 25 ft. tall, directed inward towards the parking 

lot to be turned off no later than 11:00 p.m. and to strike Note 4 in its entirety. 

 

The only point left for the Board to resolve was the duration of the lighting in the parking lot.  A 

neighbor had requested from dusk to dawn but the Town Ordinance requires them to go out at 11 

p.m.  Therefore, the Planning Board agreed with the Town Ordinance. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved the property located at 5613 Margaret Wallace Road and 5329 Markay 

Street, Tax Parcel 135-20-108 and 135-20107, to be rezoned from R to R (CD) to allow 

construction of a parking lot. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Discussion and Decision on #ZC13-7, Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, requesting a text 

amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Article 9, Section 9.1-Variances, to 

change text, reflecting modifications made by the NC Legislature in Session Law 2013-126, 

House Bill 276:  Mr. Hoard stated the Planning Board had given a favorable recommendation 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved the text amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance, Article 9, 

Section 9.1-Variances, to change text, reflecting modifications made by the NC Legislature in 

Session Law 2013-126, House Bill 276. 

 

Presentation by Mecklenburg County Tax Assessor- Ken Joyner: Mr. Joyner, Mecklenburg 

County Tax Assessor, stated he had joined the County on October 1, 2013 and that he had been 

involved with property tax collection in North Carolina for over 20 years.  Previously he had 

worked with Harnett, Chatham, Onslow, and Durham counties; he also was employed with the 

UNC School of Government.   

 

The property reassessment project, to determine if the 2011 evaluations were accurate, began this 

Fall and should take approximately 16 months.  He stated Pearson Appraisal Service was hired 

by Mecklenburg County to complete a street by street analysis of property values in 

Mecklenburg County.  The visual inspection along with market data from 2009-2010 would 

allow the tax office to mail notices to advise the property owners of the increase, decrease or no 

change in value.  Property owners would have 30 days to file an appeal if they disagree with the 

new assessment.  If the property value decreases then you would receive a refund plus 5% 

interest for any over-paid taxes.  If the value should rise then the property owner would receive a 

discovery bill but all penalties would be waived.  The County would have printed brochures that 

would be sent to Town Hall and would help tax payers understand the process.   

 

The Board asked when the field work for Mint Hill would be completed and Mr. Joyner said it 

should be toward the later part of the process.  Mr. Joyner said he would keep the Board up-to-

date and thought it would be December 2014 before everything was completed.   

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Austin stated he had enjoyed the Veterans 

Breakfast and the Korean War Memorial Dedication at the Mint Hill Veteran Memorial Park.  

He said the events were very nice. 



 

Commissioner Ellington said he enjoyed the Veterans Breakfast and was very satisfied and 

happy with the Korean War Memorial Dedication.   

 

Commissioner McRae stated she enjoyed the Veterans Breakfast and the Korean War Memorial 

Dedication.  She encouraged residents to attend the Senior Citizen Christmas Party on December 

7
th
 at Independence High School.  She stated that small business Saturday would be held on 

November 30
th

 and that small businesses are the heart of Mint Hill.  She congratulated the 

Commissioners and the Mayor on a successful election.   

 

Manager Welch stated the Veterans Breakfast and the Korean War Memorial Dedication at the 

Mint Hill Veteran Memorial Park had been successful. 

 

Chief Ledford stated Coffee with a Cop would be held again on December 3
rd

 from 8-9 at 

Bojangles.  He noted that approximately 40 individuals attended the last Coffee with a Cop.   

Mayor Biggers stated he had received many complimentary emails regarding the Veterans 

Breakfast and the Korean War Memorial Dedication.  He also attended a veterans luncheon in 

Matthews and a veterans dinner at Cornerstone Baptist Church.  He thanked everyone who went 

above and beyond to make the Breakfast and Memorial Dedication a success.  He asked that 

Commissioner Ross remain in our prayers as she was in the hospital.   

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner 

McRae, the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned 

the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 

 

 

 _____________________________ 
Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


